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George Campbell Pidgeon Collection 



The Collection: 

The papers held by the United Church Archives are concerned 
solely with George C, Pidgeon as a public figure. There are no 
private or family papers among the collection. 

The first part of the collection (8 boxes) deals with Pidgeon 's 
role in the formation and early development of the United Church of 
Canada. Documents and correspondence relating to Pidgeon 's work as 
chairman of the Presb 3 rterian Union Committee, as the Uni^ed Church's 
first Moderator, and as a representative of the United Church to the 
British churches in particular comprise this segment of the papers. 

During the 1930's and 1940 's, Pidgeon was involved with several 
interdenominational and international Christian organizations I'l-.h 
as the Inter-Church Committee on the Evangelization of Canadiar 
Life, the Y.M.C.A., the Alliance of Reformed Churches and the korlo 
Council of Churches. The second part of the collection (9 boxesj 
contains documents and correspondence relating to these and otr.or 
organizations with which Pidgeon was associated during these y ■ '•s. 

Pidgeon was an important publicist for the United Church an«J 
Canadian evangelical Protestantism, He was the author of numerous 
articles and several books, most of them collections of sermons and 
talks. The third part of the collection (2 boxes) consists of 
correspondence and drafts relating to these writings, 

Pidgeon' s general correspondence (4 boxes) makes up the fourth 
part of the collection. Included in this section are the calls to 
various churches that he received throughout his career and one box 
of letters and material related to the Oxford Group Movement of the 
early 1930's. 

Throughout his later career, Pidgeon conducted a Itadio Mii , itry 
I I'om the pulpit of Uloor St, United Church, His sermons brt u'bif" 
considerable response, most of which is contained in the fif^L p'a.rt 
of the collection (8 boxes), , 

The final section of the collection is made up ci .iigecn's 
sermons and addresses (21 boxes). There are approximately 1,560 
sermons and addresses which contain a considerable amount of 
information on the people and movements that shaped George PiAAeon's 
life and thought, 

7 boxes of additional papers were processed in 1985. This material 
consisted of sermons (post-retirement), prayers and services, addresses 
lectures, lessons. International Sunday School Lessons (3j boxes of 
material dated 1922-19^7), notes, and personal items such as a notebook 
of verse (1890-1892), diary (1913) and short story. 
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The Man: 

George Campbell Pidgeon was born on March 2, 18?2 in New Richmond, Quebec, 
on the Gaspe peninsula. He attended local schools, Morrin College in Quebec 
(1887-1889), McGill University (1889-1891), and Presbyterian College, 

Montreal (1891-1894). He received his B.D. from Montreal in 1895 and an 
earned D.D. in 1904. 

Following graduation, Pidgeon was called to Montreal West, where he 
served from 1894 to 1898. Subsequent charges and positions were Streetsville 
(I898-I903), Victoria Church, Toronto Junction (1903-1909), registrar and 
professor of practical theology at° VJestminster Hall, Vancouver (1909-1915), 
and Bloor St. Presbyterian, then United, in Toronto (1915-1948). 

His primary emphasis throughout his ministry was preaching and the 
collection that we hold bears adequate testimony to that importance. Hia 
sermons bear the stamp of an evangelical faith, deeply influenced by the 
American evangelist, Dwight L. Moody, That faith, however, looks to 
Scottish liberal Biblical scholars (who themselves were influenced by 
Moody through Henry Drummond) such as George Adam Smith and Marcus Dods. 

In the 1930's and 1940' s, Pidgeon shows a command of contemporary 
theological development, but the core of his theology remains faithful 
to those earlier influences. 

Three areas of the Church's life apart from the pulpit were given 
special attention by Pidgeon during his career: moral and social reform, 
church union and the evangelization of Canadian life. The latter two 
are well documented in the collection, but little apart from the sermons 
and addresses exists concerning the former. 

For a much fuller account of George Pidgeon 's life and work, see 
John Grant, George Pidgeon . (Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1962), 
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I T it htfdlj neceuiry to discuss the value of tystematic eaercite in 
the fresh air as a factor in the normal derelopment of a healthy 
mind. This question has been threshed out by medical men 
and scientists, and results have been of to practical a nature that, at 
the present time, the ** daily constitutional ” ia almost co-easential 
vith eating and sleeping. The ** constitutional " assumes nuny 
different forms, and for the edification of new students, and the 
awakening of those more familiar with college ** ways and means,” it 
may be well to point out the manner in which our universities have 
taken hold of the qoestioa 

The department of physical training is now recognized to so great 
an extent by many of our colleges that courses of instruction have 
been prescribed and awards made for special merit in the pursuance 
of them. Nor has this been brought about through hygienic princi- 
ples alone. There are other motives — the natural desire for glory and 
the still more natural desire for gain (not Joe). In American and in 
many Old Country institutions the athletic team has proven itself the 
most satisfactory medium of advertisement, bringing glory to the man 
and to the college. As a body, Victoria students do not fully realize 
just how much the name of a university or college depends on a 
championship in some one line, at least. The spirit of competition is 
keen, and is equally legitimate in menUl and physical effort. This 
sU’ement may seem to have a barbaric ring, but it is undeniable that 
Anglo Saxon history has always savored strongly of mnuU, and in all 
likelihood will continue to do so. In recognizing the imporunce o.’ 
the department of athletics we can do no better than emulate the good 
example of others, and effeafor Victoria a more perfect issue. 

We are rather limited as to numbers in comparison with rival 
institutions, and the desire to enter the whole field of sport has 
^loned our downfall. The necessity of tpecialization U an up-t> 
date fact, and only by adopting it can we hope to cope with other and 
larger colleges. That outsiders may credit us with some little spark 
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of pride, let us “ get together ” and do something. Victoria it not 
backward in menu! products of a high order— she may even have 
harbored abnormalities or monstrosities— but in the athletic world 
she is known as the ** Ladies* College.** There is 'not necessarily any 
scorn in this appellation, just truth, lor, verily, the dear girls on the 
tennis court and in the bdies* hockey team alone seem capable of 
achieving success. Our valiant football teams have marched out 
every year under the acclaim of the fairest of patronage ; and notwith- 
sunding this have been whipped like presumptious children. The 
position of the Victoria girl might be likened to that of a young 
woman dining out with her halfwitted brother— horribly nuxtified but 
necessarily apologetic. 

In the past we have been justly proud of our religious societies, of 
our literary societies, and especially proud of Acta— a publication 
pre-eminent in past years in collegiate journalism. When our athletic 
teams can compete srith those of other institutions as well as our 
college organ (not the vocalian) hascoppeted with her rivals, then the 
existence of our stomachs will be as irrefutable as the existence of our 
brains, and we shall be Wren — men, I mean— in body, soul and 
spirit, and as such, srortby of the name. It is necessary fc'r every 
student to take part in some out-of-door work. Why not assume an 
active course in that which shall redound most to the glory of the 
ribbon he wears so conspicuously in his hat. Victoria does not beg 
her students to assist in this ; she demands their hearty co^iperation, 
and absolutely no one is exempt. 

The question of specialization has been treated of during the past 
two years by members of the Athletic Union ; and the rays of opinion 
have converged to the one point — rugty. The game commends 
itself to ur, first, because it is the child of the university, and secondly, 
because it seems to be our only hope. We have no available men 
for the Association League, and it would be a senseless thing to train 
for ceruin defeat. On the other hand we have many of our old 
rugby fiends still with us, artd also plenty of promising, though raw. 
material. With this combination of experience and new blood we 
ought to achieve wonders. Why not throw the association balls into 
the fire, and thus prevent that diversion from the main issue? It 
might not be safe to advise the demolition of the alley board, but we 
would suggest incidentally that It be used more as a windbreak than 
anything else. Who thinks of atulning fame by this means, anyway ? 
What knightly pleasure is there in slapping small rub^^r balls into the 
Chancellor’s back yard, or in like manner raising bumps on the ear of 
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ACTA VICTORIANA. 



S — n — rt — n, I».D. — ’* Krallv. I rjiii't m_v f»i*liiigs.” 

Ir -«lp — m — n, *!•* — WrII. if I mit*- vnu. I wouI<l scn<i tbeni 
by frriplit/’ 

I’!4’Iio from Oj>en I.it. : 

Arniip, 00 — in SfK*jik<T’.« ••liair— I ln" pr«*s|*o«rt for further 
ifl n«»t onlv bright. I>«it i* jwhiiti\» lv pmiv. We’ll novr 
rail on Jfr. (\ Jf. Wnplit/* 

II — nt--r, ’ll — “ SfC ln-n*, oM man. wliat alaoit voiir Y. M 
fncT 

1>- a«’ n, 1 1 — Well, I ilieri’ « ii>> f«»r me, you 

know I*in an oflieer.*’ 

yn--r, IJ.D. — at «lel»aii*— " 1 w«» m«ii are u|» for l*res«i- 
•lent of i|i«' Lit,, an<l eaeh prolmbly ha^ lii< principh*#.” 

JL L. .S. T — yl — r, *0l> — on k>ing •pte>tioii«-<| a» to w'ln-tlH-r 
bi» intemM woiiM aeeompany liim to t'liiiia — •* Oh, nhe’ll have 
topo, for 1 toW k r there wa< no U. K. .S T. for tk- wiekej if 
»he did not po.” 

^ Mendier of the t’luh- “ I hear Avixai I* :;oinp to ^iIlp, 

‘ If I had the winp-i of a sparrote.* ** 

Voice near hy—“ He cmldn’t fly very hiph if lie had.” 

•\t the Women* I.iterarx S«ieiety. <>ti \i*v. llih, the firjtt of 
the inter-year debate* wa* tiiven. I he .iil.jeet ,.f the debate wa*, 
e*ot«*<J, that preai men are tlie ppMlnet of their environ- 
rnent. The .iflirma five *ide wa- taken by Mi** Kindlav, ’12. 
and Ml** Mc.Wil. ‘12. and the m-paiiv.. by Mi-, rowan, *11. and 
.Mim hawnm. *11. The dek„e. uhieh wa, very infenatlinp, wa* 

by the pirl* of oneiy-one. and we .,irelv think that the 
following j.nnt given by Mi>. 

judge*: •• If wede, H-nded f..r .r.^re,. environment we would 
never pet ahead of our tinen. and would .fill k- eafinp aer.m* 
W'ltb our prr-.iipj-^oed atiee.ior* the aiM-.,” 

n. „f ,1... |,i„ 

bright ami l„„ ,| \Vm|„<»kv 

evrnwx .\..v, „,l.-r 

«a. inilv a l,j|.,.-al .m. lii.a, Tl.. 
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by the di.*en.**ion on a motion that the fre*bie.*. on k-inp pne 
vided with whi*ks *l)Ould every nioniinp make it their duty to 
bni*h the du*t from the ea|K and pown. <>f the girl* of tk* 
np|M-r years. 

The prograinnie had a di.tinetlx ranatliun flavor, and open«‘d 
with a pa[*er by Mi*« I>‘na Hill. ‘* .\ fJeneral Survey of 
Cniindinn Literature.” I*a|H*r* were al.*o read by Mi«* Helen 
Dafoe, ’ll, on Henry Dniiiiinond. and Mi*« Ilubv Hewitt, ’ll, 
on Koliert S«-n'b-e, and a \*ery •>ympalk*tie re.adiug wa* given 
hy Mi** .Makd .latnicsrui. ’10. on “ Kvery Man for HliiMclf,” 
by Diinean. The tniisieai part of the pri*grumuie <*«in.i4led of 
a piano <uAn by Mi** F. S|»em*er; voeal *<.lo l»y Mi** K. Sienton. 
*12. and the nuiderinp of ‘'(‘anada*’ bv an octette of young 
ladies. 

.Mr*. KatT de|iphti-<l her k-arer* by her n-adiiig front »r*v- 
eral ranadian |io*'t.*, pivinp. atiiong others. ..election* from Mi*s 
('oleinan and Mr*. Hlcwett. .\ *<*eiie from "She .Si.«,p* to 
t*«*nquer,** ^n•ll•^l by Mweral of the (’ollcpe pirb. wa. fti|»«*ci.illy 
appreciate*!. 

\\ — «h — n. *10 — *' kil l .Mi** *1 — 1> a >••'■•* li••b• |*N*kei 
e«iitio„ r 



.\pplepale, C.T. fon Udtig a*ked whether he w:i. going to 
the baTiaar) — ” \o, 1*111 going to the riH'epiion at .McMa.*ler. I 
want to lake in all the fuiH*tion* wher** the ladic aiieiid. k-fore 
I draw into niy shell.” 

!», l--ek, ’1 1 — How do ,\ou like y. iir Mob pidiire. Ib rt T 

IJ 11 ^ *il — " I have only had one picture taken in 

niy life that I liked, .wd that didn’t b-k ik? h a.i bit like me.” 

Dr. Hinck.* (at inter <i*lhgiaie debaiei "Well, lirethrcn. 
ean we not have an octette, «|uintetic. •piarteiic or duet. 

Kdiior-in-Chief— “ For niy part. I would |.refcr a Krc.*licli.-. 

Dr. J. Miirwa«h (in Heligioii. Knowledge. .|Makiug of the 
authorship of the story of the arki— " Did he make it up out 

of his own head • 1 • 

MacN V It, *10— *• He tiiitst have had a lot of imuImt iti 

his block.” 
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The Margaret Eaton School Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
resource created in 2014-2015 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators, and students to discover the Margaret Eaton School 
archives housed in the Peter Turkstra Library at Redeemer University 
College. Copyright of the digital images is the property of Redeemer 
University College, Ancaster, Canada and the images may not be 
copied or emailed to multiple sites without the copyright holder's 
express written permission. However, users may print, download, or 
email digital images for individual non-commercial use. To learn 
more about this project or to search the digital collection, go to 
http://libguides.redeemer.ca/mes. 




